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DAVID COBB AND KAREN SOMMERLAD knew they wanted to stay busy
when they retired from their jobs at Harvard University; they just never
knew how busy. : _

“We gave up 35-hour-a-week jobs to work 70 hours a week,” says David,
former curator of maps at the Harvard University Library.

He and Karen, a senior campus planner; purchased a 15-acre lot in Sudbury,
Vermont, five years ago with the hopes of starting a small organic farm upon
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their retirement. Today, they cultivate about a quarter-acre of what they
dubbed “Stonebottom Farm,” growing everything from arugula to zucchini.
They participate in a local farmer's market on Fridays and also sell produce
to a local restaurant.

“We've been gardening for a long time and once | retired | started work-
ing part time at a small organic farm in Massachusetts to start learning,”
David explains. :






of solar gain. A geothermal heating system was installed to heat the interior
spaces and water.

"Although it costs more up front to install, the payback period is typically
10 to 12 years,” Gingras said.

The Cobbs’ 2,200-square-foot home was built using 8-inch Eastern white
pine legs, which Gingras says create a more efficient structure for heating
and cooling than smaller logs do.

"I built a very tight house," Gingras says. "We did a blower door test and
the home got the highest rating: 5+ stars.” Thanks to the tight envelope, the
couple had a heat recovery ventilation system installed to help circulate the
air and push any moisture outdoors.

Building materials and surfaces were sourced locally whenever possible.
Lathrope’s Maple Supply in Bristol, Vermont, produced the wood floors
throughout the home; Champlain Valley Wood Works in Middlebury con-
structed the custom cabinetry; and trim work came from Goodro Lumber in
Killington. Hubbardton Forge, a lighting company in Castleton, Vermont,
crafted the hand-forged lighting.

The home’s compact footprint gives the couple everything they need, and
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RIGHT: LIGHT STREAMS INTO THE
DINING ROOM FROM THE LARGE
WINDOWS AND THE SCREENED
PORCH. THE RICH CHERRY FLOORS
WERE PRODUCED WITHIN
30 MILES OF THE LOG HOME.

LEFT: THE GREAT ROOM FEATURES
A WOOD-BURNING FIREPLACE THAT
STANDS IN AS A BACKUP HEAT
SOURCE IN CASE OF A POWER
OUTAGE, THE MONEY THE COUPLE
SAVED BY USING CULTURED STONE
TO FACE THE FIREPLACE WAS
PUT INTO OTHER PURCHASES
FOR THE HOME.

BELOW: THE COMPACT KITCHEN
OFFERS PLENTY OF STORAGE
THANKS TO CUSTOM MAPLE
CABINETRY AND AN ADJACENT
PANTRY. THE BREAKFAST BAR KEEPS
GUESTS CLOSE AT HAND DURING
FOOD PREP.







storage is no problem. The lower ends of the roof contain two closed off stor-
age closets. The two bedrooms feature ample closets, and Gingras added
more storage above the two-car garage.

The farm keeps the couple busy year-round, sewing seeds in the spring,
cultivating their crops in the summer, and harvesting different crops in three
seasons, but they like to take time to relax whenever possible.

Their first choice in warmer months is the back deck or the screened
porch. In the cooler months, you'll find them in the great room. It's there that

David and Karen spend time gazing out the large windows, enjoying the airi- -

ness of the cathedral ceiling and the cultured stone fireplace.

“The stones are made of cement and they look quite real," David says.
“They achieved the effect we were after and were a way to save money to
spend,on other features."

The wood-burning fireplace acts as a backup heater in the winter in case
of power outage. The fireplace is a closed firebox with its own blower that
moves heat out of the unit info the home, It has a fresh air intake. There are
also three ceiling fans in the home that help to circulate the warm air.

The couple installed another energy-saver on the roof: a 16-tube solar
water heater absorbs the heat from the sun and transfers it to the liquid flow-
ing through the tubes in the same way water in a garden hose will heat up if
left lying in the sun. Cold water is fed into the solar storage tank. The pump
circulates a nonfreeze fluid through the solar collectors where it is heated by
the sun. The heated fluid is pumped back through the heat exchanger in the
storage tank where the heat is transferred to the water. The residential solar
hot water system will reduce the energy required to heat hot water anywhere
from 60% to 80%, the manufacturer says.

Adjacent to the seating area is a dining area and airy white kitchen. The
custom maple cabinets were painted white and house all of Karen's small
appliances. A breakfast bar seats two, and the adjacent pantry furnishes
plenty of space for dry goods.

“Previously, we had a separate dining room and we hardly ever used it
Karen says. "Here, we have one big space-living room, dining room, and
kitchen-and it feels less cluttered.” 3%

ABOVE: THE FIRST-FLOOR MASTER SUITE PROVIDES PLENTY OF
PRIVACY WITH AN ADJACENT DEN AND FULL BATH.
BELOW: THE MASTER BATH FEATURES A TWO-STORY CEILING,
WHICH MAKES THE ROOM FEEL LARGER THAN IT REALLY IS.
LEFT: SIMPLE WHITE PAINT AND BED LINENS IN THE GUEST ROO
PUT THE FOCUS ON THE WHITE PINE WALLS AND THE VIEWS.



Farm Fresh

Because a basement was not an
option on their bedrock-based home
site, David and Karen chose to build
a saltbox-style log home on a slab.
The footprint is compact but there
is plenty of space for living and
entertaiping, and storage was easily
added on the second floor and over
the garage.

Log P-rod'tlc-elj; Real Log Homes, 'H-ar-flahd, Vermont _
Log Home Builder: Seven North Log Homes, Ltd., New Haven, Vermont
Two-story home | Square Footage: 2,200 | Bedrooms: 2 Baths: 2.5
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